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The Lion
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- Complete the chart by writing the
important events in order.

«Complete the writing activity.
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3 Tools for Instruction Parent/Guardian: Read the instructions 41-43
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Understand Characters
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Lesson 7
Recounting Stories

Retelling stories will help you understand the order
of events and how these events happen.

» Read Good storytellers take care to retell, or recount, the
important events of the story in the order they happen. You
can recount a story by telling the important events from the
beginning, middle, and end.

Read this story. Think about what happens at the beginning,
in the middle, and at the end.

How the Elephant Got Its Long Nose

A long time ago, elephants The elephant tried to pull When he pulled free, his

had short noses. But one away. As he pulled and nose was five feet long! He
day, a crocodile bit a young pulled, his nose got longer didn’t like it at first. Then he
elephant on the nose. and longer. found new things to do with

his long nose. He reached
into the trees to grab leaves
to eat. Best of all, it was fun
to take baths!
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Tools for Instruction

Retell Details and Events

When students retell text, they repeat orally what they remember after they read. To retell the text successfully,
students must recall and organize the most important information in a logical sequence. However, students
often struggle with identifying which information to omit. Retelling is useful during and after reading as a way
to monitor comprehension. It also paves the way for summarizing, which is a closely related but more complex
strategy. The activities below will build students’ understanding of what constitutes a successful retelling.

Step by Step  30-ssminutes
€D Introduce retelling.

« Connect retelling informational text with retelling events in students’ lives.

« Say, When you retell something that happened to you, you tell the most important events and details so someone
else can understand what happened.

« Give students a prompt about their everyday lives, such as Retell what happened to you on a really good day.
- Then ask questions such as these, and have students jot down a few notes about their answers.

« What was your really good day?
« What were the most important things that happened on that day? Write three or four events.
« Write two details that tell more about each event.

 Have students review their notes. Then tell them that they will each have three minutes to tell a partner orally
what happened on their really good day. Time each retelling.

« Come back together as a whole group. Invite a few volunteers to share retellings.

« Ask, Did you tell every single thing that happened? (no) What did you tell? (the most important things that
happened)

) Model retelling informational text.

« Explain how retelling informational text is similar to the previous exercise. Say, Readers can retell the most
important events in informational text, just as they retell what happened on a very good day.

« Select a brief informational passage, and read it aloud.
« Think aloud as you determine which details to omit, and which to include in your retelling.

Abraham Lincoln didn’t have very much education growing up, but he did like to read. | think this is an
important detail because he was a president, so | want to find out how he learned. | see a list of the titles of
books he liked to read, but those details are too specific for my retelling. They are interesting to know, but | will
leave them out.

« Complete your retelling from start to finish.
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7 Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 19.

Pecos BIll
and the Mountain Lion HINT Reread

paragraph 4 to find
) shortResponse Recount the end of the story. Tell the ZUt Whi;iicos Bill
) . . oes e
most important events in order, using your own words. W

mountain lion.

Check Your Writing

[J Did you read the question carefully?

[J Can you say the question in your own words?
[J Did you use proof from the text in your answer?
(J Are your ideas in a good, clear order?

[J Did you answer in full sentences?

[J Did you check your spelling, capital letters, and periods?
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Lesson 18

Using Context Clues

2 Introduction When you see a word you don’t know, look at the other words in
the sentence. They can give you clues about what the word means.

« Sometimes other words in a sentence tell the definition, or meaning, of
the word.
definition
The tops of trees in rain forests form a canopy, or covering of leaves.

» Sometimes other words in a sentence give an example that helps explain what
the word means.

example
The forest canopy is like a really big sun hat.

> Guided Practice Look at the underlined word in each sentence. Circle the other
words that help you understand what the word means.

HINT Look for the D Many creatures, or animals, live in the rain forest.

words or, like, and
such as. They often #) Big flocks, or groups, of birds dive through the sky.

come before clues

that help you figure E) Mammals, like tigers and monkeys, climb on high
out what a word branches.

means.

Bright blue butterflies flutter, or fly, between tall trees.
Tiny amphibians such as frogs hide in the leaves.

Enormous snakes can be 30 feet long.
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The wolf trotted into the meadow wearing the fleece.
He walked among the sheep. And this time, the shepherd

didn’t chase him away.

That very night, the wolf carried off a large sheep to have

for his dinner.

The next day, the wolf wore the fleece again and strolled
freely among the sheep. But this time, the shepherd did
notice the wolf. He said to himself, “That looks like a fine
sheep for my stew tonight.”

L
Before the wolf could leap away, the shepherd grabbed him.

And that night, the shepherd enjoyed a delicious stew. wf i

=
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Use what you learned by reading “The Wolf in Sheep’s
Clothing” to respond to the following questions.

3 Read this sentence from the story.

Every time he saw the wolf, he chased him back into
the forest.

Why is this event important to the beginning of the story?

A It tells why the wolf can’t get near the sheep.

B It tells why the sheep are not afraid of the wolf.
C It tells why the wolf wanted to eat the sheep.

D It tells why the shepherd forgot the fleece.

B3 This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer
Part B.

Part A
How did the wolf fool the shepherd?

A He made a noise like a sheep.

B He hid in the forest.

C He waited until the shepherd left.
D

He wore the fleece of a sheep.

PartB
Write the sentence from the text that explains why the wolf’s
trick worked.
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