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Grade 2 Reading Activities in Section 1

Lesson Resource Instructions Page(s)

0 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Word Learning Routine

•	Read the Word Learning Routine together. 
Keep it handy—you’ll need it later!

10

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Routines TR28

Name    Date  

Word Learning Routine

Use the following steps to figure out unfamiliar words. If you figure out 
what the word means, continue reading. If not, then try the next step.

1. Say the Word or Phrase Aloud.

Circle the word or phrase that you find confusing. Read the 
sentence aloud.

2. Look Inside the Word or Phrase.

Look for familiar word parts, such as prefixes, suffixes, and root 
words. Try breaking the word into smaller parts. Can you figure out 
a meaning from the word parts you know?

3. Look Around the Word or Phrase.

Look for clues in the words or sentences around the word you don’t 
know and the context of the paragraph or selection.

4. Look Beyond the Word or Phrase.

Look for the meaning of the word or phrase in a dictionary, glossary, 
or thesaurus.

5. Check the Meaning.

Ask yourself, “Does this meaning make sense in the sentence?”

1 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 7, Part 1

•	Read the Introduction.

•	Fill in the chart to tell what happens in the 
story.

11–12

Learning Target

106 Lesson 7 Recounting Stories ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Introduction

Lesson 7

How the Elephant Got Its Long Nose

Read Good storytellers take care to retell, or recount, the 
important events of the story in the order they happen. You 
can recount a story by telling the important events from the 
beginning, middle, and end.

Read this story. Think about what happens at the beginning, 
in the middle, and at the end.

Retelling stories will help you understand the order 
of events and how these events happen.

Recounting Stories

A long time ago, elephants 
had short noses. But one 
day, a crocodile bit a young 
elephant on the nose. 

The elephant tried to pull 
away. As he pulled and 
pulled, his nose got longer 
and longer.

When he pulled free, his 
nose was five feet long! He 
didn’t like it at first. Then he 
found new things to do with 
his long nose. He reached 
into the trees to grab leaves 
to eat. Best of all, it was fun 
to take baths!

2 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 7, Part 2

•	Read The Lion and the Mouse.

•	Complete the chart by writing the 
important events in order.

•	Complete the writing activity.

13–15

Modeled and Guided Instruction

Read

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.Lesson 7 Recounting Stories108

Genre: Fable

1 A long time ago, a mouse was 
looking for a good place to sleep. He 
climbed up onto what he thought was a 
small hill of warm, soft grass. He had really crawled up onto a sleeping lion!

2 The lion woke up and grabbed the mouse with a huge paw. Then he 
opened his mouth to eat him. The mouse said, “Forgive me! I didn’t mean to 
wake you. If you let me go, I’ll do something to help you someday.”

3 The lion laughed at the idea that the little mouse could ever help him. 
“What could a tiny thing like you ever do for me?” the lion said. But he let 
the mouse go.

4 The very next day, two hunters caught the lion. They tied the lion to a tree 
while they went to get a wagon.

5 The lion couldn’t move. Just then, the little mouse 
appeared. “Don’t worry, my friend,” he said. “I’ll 
help you!” The mouse gnawed at the ropes that held 
the lion. Soon, the lion broke free. He said to the 
mouse, “You were right, little one! Already you have 
helped me and have saved the King of the Beasts!”

The Lion  
and the Mouse

Close Reader Habits

Underline sentences 
that tell important 
events. As you reread, 
think how you would 
retell those events in 
your own words.

an Aesop fable
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Lesson Resource Instructions Page(s)

3 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 7, Retell Details and 
Events 

Parent/Guardian: Read the instructions 
and guide the child through the exercise. 
When the activity requires a text, choose 
one of the texts the students read in 
previous lessons.

16–17

Tools for Instruction

i-Ready.com
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Reading Comprehension  I  Grades 2–3  I  Retell Details and Events  I  Page 1 of 2

Retell Details and Events
When students retell text, they repeat orally what they remember after they read. To retell the text successfully, 
students must recall and organize the most important information in a logical sequence. However, students 
often struggle with identifying which information to omit. Retelling is useful during and after reading as a way 
to monitor comprehension. It also paves the way for summarizing, which is a closely related but more complex 
strategy. The activities below will build students’ understanding of what constitutes a successful retelling. 

Step by Step 30–45 minutes

1  Introduce retelling.
• Connect retelling informational text with retelling events in students’ lives.

• Say, When you retell something that happened to you, you tell the most important events and details so someone 
else can understand what happened.

• Give students a prompt about their everyday lives, such as Retell what happened to you on a really good day.

• Then ask questions such as these, and have students jot down a few notes about their answers.

• What was your really good day?

• What were the most important things that happened on that day? Write three or four events. 

• Write two details that tell more about each event.

• Have students review their notes. Then tell them that they will each have three minutes to tell a partner orally 
what happened on their really good day. Time each retelling.

• Come back together as a whole group. Invite a few volunteers to share retellings.

• Ask, Did you tell every single thing that happened? (no) What did you tell? (the most important things that 
happened)

2  Model retelling informational text.
• Explain how retelling informational text is similar to the previous exercise. Say, Readers can retell the most 

important events in informational text, just as they retell what happened on a very good day.

• Select a brief informational passage, and read it aloud. 

• Think aloud as you determine which details to omit, and which to include in your retelling. 

Abraham Lincoln didn’t have very much education growing up, but he did like to read. I think this is an 
important detail because he was a president, so I want to find out how he learned. I see a list of the titles of 
books he liked to read, but those details are too specific for my retelling. They are interesting to know, but I will 
leave them out. 

• Complete your retelling from start to finish. 

4 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 7, Part 3

•	Read “Pecos Bill and the Mountain Lion.”

•	Answer the multiple choice questions.

18–19

Guided Practice
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Read Genre: Tall Tale

1 Almost everybody knows about Pecos Bill. He was born in Texas a 
long time ago. He grew up with a pack of coyotes. He was one of the 
toughest cowboys in the West.

2 Pecos Bill had a horse named Flash. He treated Flash like his best 
friend. But Bill didn’t just ride horses. He could ride anything that came 
along.

3 One day, Bill was riding Flash through the mountains. A giant 
mountain lion jumped out in front of them. The big cat growled and 
showed its sharp teeth. Bill jumped off Flash and sent him home so he 
was safe.

4 Was Bill scared? Of course not! He grabbed a 
rattlesnake and made it into a lasso. Then he threw 
the lasso over the mountain lion and pulled it in. The 
cat knew it was no match for big Bill, so it gave up. 
Quickly, Bill jumped onto its back. Then he rode the 
mountain lion all the way home.

Close Reader Habits

What important events 
happen in the 
beginning, middle, and 
end of the story? As you 
reread, underline 
those important events.

Pecos Bill
and the

Mountain 
Lion

a tall tale of the Old West

5 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 7, Part 4

•	Reread “Pecos Bill and the Mountain Lion.”

•	Complete the writing activity.

18, 20

Guided Practice

Check Your Writing
Did you read the question carefully?

Can you say the question in your own words?

Did you use proof from the text in your answer?

Are your ideas in a good, clear order?

Did you answer in full sentences?

Did you check your spelling, capital letters, and periods?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 113Lesson 7 Recounting Stories

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 19.

HINT Reread 
paragraph 4 to find 
out what Pecos Bill 
does with the 
mountain lion.

4  Short Response Recount the end of the story. Tell the 
most important events in order, using your own words.

Pecos Bill
and the Mountain Lion

Grade 2 Reading Activities in Section 1 (Cont.)

Section 1 Table of Contents
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Lesson Resource Instructions Page(s)

6 Grade 2 Ready Language 
Handbook  
Lesson 18, Using Context Clues

•	Read the Introduction.

•	Answer the multiple choice questions. 

21–22

434 ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Language Handbook Lesson 18 Using Context Clues

Using Context Clues
Lesson 18

When you see a word you don’t know, look at the other words in 
the sentence. They can give you clues about what the word means.

• Sometimes other words in a sentence tell the definition, or meaning, of 
the word.

The tops of trees in rain forests form a canopy, or covering of leaves.
definition

• Sometimes other words in a sentence give an example that helps explain what 
the word means.

The forest canopy is like a really big sun hat.
example

Introduction

1  Many creatures, or animals, live in the rain forest.

2  Big flocks, or groups, of birds dive through the sky.

3  Mammals, like tigers and monkeys, climb on high 
branches.

4  Bright blue butterflies flutter, or fly, between tall trees.

5  Tiny amphibians such as frogs hide in the leaves.

6  Enormous snakes can be 30 feet long.

   Look at the underlined word in each sentence. Circle the other 
words that help you understand what the word means.

Guided Practice

HINT Look for the 
words or, like, and 
such as. They often 
come before clues 
that help you figure 
out what a word 
means.

7 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 7, Part 5

•	Read The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing. 

•	Answer the questions.  

23–26

Independent Practice

Read

Lesson 7 Recounting Stories114

Genre: Fable
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WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these 
words to figure out 
what they mean.

• fleece

• delicious

1 Once there was a wolf who wanted nothing more than  
to eat one of the sheep that lived in the meadow. But the 
shepherd kept a close watch over the sheep. Every time  
he saw the wolf, he chased him back into the forest.

2 Then one night, the wolf found a sheep’s fluffy, white 
fleece. The shepherd had forgotten it. “Aha!” cried the 
wolf. “I think this fleece might solve my problem.”

3 With a tug and a pull, the wolf dressed himself in the 
fleece. Now he looked just like a sheep.

The Wolf
 in Sheep’s 
Clothing

an Aesop fable

8 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 7, Part 6

•	Reread The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing.

•	Complete the Writing activities.

23–24, 
27–28

Independent Practice

118 Lesson 7 Recounting Stories ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Write What happens in this story?

5  Plan Your Response List important events from the beginning, 
middle, and end of the story.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6  Short Response Recount the whole story. Be sure to use your 
own words. Tell what happens at the beginning, middle, and end 
of the story. Use the events from your list.

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Grade 2 Reading Activities in Section 1 (Cont.)
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Lesson Resource Instructions Page(s)

9 Assessment 1:  
Cinderella 
Turkey Girl

•	Read Cinderella.

•	Then read Turkey Girl.

•	Answer the questions.

29–35

Go On

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Assessment 1 17

Read the two passages. Then answer the questions that follow them.

Cinderella
a Brothers Grimm fairy tale 
 retold by Annika Pedersen

 1  Cinderella missed her real mother. Her new 
stepmother made Cinderella work day and night. She 
cleaned and cooked, and cooked and cleaned, and cleaned 
some more. All the while, her two new stepsisters did 
nothing. At night, Cinderella slept in the cold ashes by the 
fireplace. The ashes and cinders made her face and clothes 
look dirty. That is how she came to be called “Cinderella.”

 2  One day her father was going to town. His new wife 
and stepdaughters told him to bring back fine dresses and 
jewels. He asked Cinderella what he might get for her.

 3  “Bring back the first branch that strikes your hat on 
the way home,” she said.

 4  Her father found this strange. But he brought her 
what she had asked for.

 5  Cinderella planted the branch on her mother’s grave. 
Then she cried and cried. Her many tears watered the twig. 
It grew at once into a beautiful hazel tree. A white bird sat 
in it. The bird told Cinderella it would grant any wish.

 6  At that time, the king made plans for a great party. 
His son, the prince, would choose a bride at the party.

Grade 2 Reading Activities in Section 1 (Cont.)

Section 1 Table of Contents
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Grade 2 Reading Activities in Section 2

Lesson Resource Instructions Page(s)

1 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 9, Part 1

•	Read the Introduction.

•	Complete the graphic organizer chart. 

36–37

Learning Target

134 Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Introduction

Lesson 9

Read Characters are the people or animals in a story that 
face a challenge. A challenge is a problem that needs to be 
solved. Describing how characters respond to challenges will 
help you get to know them better.

Look at the picture. What is the challenge? How does 
each character respond? Think about why each boy acts 
that way.

Describing how characters in a story respond to 
important events and challenges will help you 
understand how and why they act the way they do.

Describing How Characters Act

It’s broken 
forever.

I can fix that for you!

2 Grade 2, Ready Reading  
Lesson 9, Part 2

•Read A Puppy for Oscar.

•�Complete the graphic organizer chart and 
the short response writing. 

38–40

Modeled and Guided Instruction

Read

136 Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Genre: Realistic Fiction

 by Jane Lawrence

1  Oscar wanted a puppy more than anything in the world. 
But his mom kept saying they could not have a dog in their 
apartment.

2  “We do not have a yard,” she said. “And a dog needs 
space to run.” 

3  Oscar had an idea. There was a city park very close to 
their apartment. The park was really big. Maybe part of it 
could be turned into a park for dogs. Then Oscar’s puppy 
would have a place to run! 

4  Now Oscar needed to turn his idea into a plan. Oscar 
worked very hard. He wrote letters to newspapers. He 
wrote to the mayor about his idea for a dog park.  
He talked to people about his idea. Then he got  
many of them to sign their names to a letter  
saying they wanted a dog park, too.

5  It took over a year, but Oscar finally got his  
dog park. And then he got what he really  
wanted—a new puppy!

Close Reader Habits

Circle a sentence that 
tells what Oscar’s 
challenge is. 
Underline a sentence 
that tells how he 
responds to the 
challenge.

A Puppy 
for  Oscar

3 Tools for Instruction

Understand Characters

Parent/Guardian: Read the instructions 
and guide the child through the exercise. 
When the activity requires a text, choose 
one of the texts the students read in 
previous lessons.

41–43

Tools for Instruction

i-Ready.com
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Reading Comprehension I  Grades 2–3 I  Understand Characters I  Page 1 of 3

Understand Characters
Understanding characters is central to understanding a literary text. Students need to know why characters are 
in the story and how their words, actions, and choices affect the development of the plot. However, the leap 
from describing characters to making inferences about them can be challenging for students who may not think 
about characters as relatable people. To help students take this important step toward thinking critically about 
characters, teach them to use what characters say, do, and think as a bridge to inferring judgments about them. 

Step by Step 20–30 minutes

1  Introduce and explain understanding characters. 
• Ask, If you hear someone say “please” and “thank you,” and you see him share his toys with others, what is

something you can tell about him? (He has good manners.)

• Say, Even if no one tells us that this boy has good manners, we can decide for ourselves that he does by thinking 
about what we see him say and do. This is also true for characters that we read about. Just like with people in real 
life, one of the ways we understand characters is by listening to what they say and watching what they do. 

• Use familiar stories or films to illustrate this point. For example, say, In Beauty and the Beast, we see Belle offer
to take her father’s place in the dungeon so that he can go free. We also hear her say that she loves him. These 
things tell us that Belle is a kind and loving person.

• Invite students to share additional observations about characters in the same story.

2  Teach and model understanding characters.
• Select an on-level read aloud such as The Fire Cat, by Esther Averill, and display Character Chart.

• Say, Good readers make sure they understand the characters they read about. As I read this story, I will stop from
time to time to think about what certain characters say and do. This chart will help me organize my thoughts.

• As you read aloud, pause to think about what a character says or does, and model how to make an inference
based on those details.

Pickles tries to slide down the pole like the firemen, but it’s not easy. When Pickles says, “Bumps or no bumps,  
I must try again,” it reminds me of how hard it can be to learn something new. But Pickles doesn’t give up! I think 
this shows that he is a determined cat. He wants to learn everything he can about living in the firehouse.

• Record the details on the character chart.

What I think about the character
Pickles works hard to learn new things. He doesn’t give up.

What the character 
does

tries again and 
again to slide 
down the pole

What the character 
says

“Bumps or no 
bumps, I must 
try again.”

How the character 
feels

determined

Section 2 Table of Contents
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Learning Target

106 Lesson 7 Recounting Stories ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Introduction

Lesson 7

How the Elephant Got Its Long Nose

Read Good storytellers take care to retell, or recount, the 
important events of the story in the order they happen. You 
can recount a story by telling the important events from the 
beginning, middle, and end.

Read this story. Think about what happens at the beginning, 
in the middle, and at the end.

Retelling stories will help you understand the order 
of events and how these events happen.

Recounting Stories

A long time ago, elephants 
had short noses. But one 
day, a crocodile bit a young 
elephant on the nose. 

The elephant tried to pull 
away. As he pulled and 
pulled, his nose got longer 
and longer.

When he pulled free, his 
nose was five feet long! He 
didn’t like it at first. Then he 
found new things to do with 
his long nose. He reached 
into the trees to grab leaves 
to eat. Best of all, it was fun 
to take baths!
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Tools for Instruction

i-Ready.com
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Retell Details and Events
When students retell text, they repeat orally what they remember after they read. To retell the text successfully, 
students must recall and organize the most important information in a logical sequence. However, students 
often struggle with identifying which information to omit. Retelling is useful during and after reading as a way 
to monitor comprehension. It also paves the way for summarizing, which is a closely related but more complex 
strategy. The activities below will build students’ understanding of what constitutes a successful retelling. 

Step by Step 30–45 minutes

1  Introduce retelling.
• Connect retelling informational text with retelling events in students’ lives.

• Say, When you retell something that happened to you, you tell the most important events and details so someone 
else can understand what happened.

• Give students a prompt about their everyday lives, such as Retell what happened to you on a really good day.

• Then ask questions such as these, and have students jot down a few notes about their answers.

• What was your really good day?

• What were the most important things that happened on that day? Write three or four events. 

• Write two details that tell more about each event.

• Have students review their notes. Then tell them that they will each have three minutes to tell a partner orally 
what happened on their really good day. Time each retelling.

• Come back together as a whole group. Invite a few volunteers to share retellings.

• Ask, Did you tell every single thing that happened? (no) What did you tell? (the most important things that 
happened)

2  Model retelling informational text.
• Explain how retelling informational text is similar to the previous exercise. Say, Readers can retell the most 

important events in informational text, just as they retell what happened on a very good day.

• Select a brief informational passage, and read it aloud. 

• Think aloud as you determine which details to omit, and which to include in your retelling. 

Abraham Lincoln didn’t have very much education growing up, but he did like to read. I think this is an 
important detail because he was a president, so I want to find out how he learned. I see a list of the titles of 
books he liked to read, but those details are too specific for my retelling. They are interesting to know, but I will 
leave them out. 

• Complete your retelling from start to finish. 
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Guided Practice

Check Your Writing
Did you read the question carefully?

Can you say the question in your own words?

Did you use proof from the text in your answer?

Are your ideas in a good, clear order?

Did you answer in full sentences?

Did you check your spelling, capital letters, and periods?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 113Lesson 7 Recounting Stories

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 19.

HINT Reread 
paragraph 4 to find 
out what Pecos Bill 
does with the 
mountain lion.

4  Short Response Recount the end of the story. Tell the 
most important events in order, using your own words.

Pecos Bill
and the Mountain Lion
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Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Language Handbook Lesson 18 Using Context Clues

Using Context Clues
Lesson 18

When you see a word you don’t know, look at the other words in 
the sentence. They can give you clues about what the word means.

• Sometimes other words in a sentence tell the definition, or meaning, of 
the word.

The tops of trees in rain forests form a canopy, or covering of leaves.
definition

• Sometimes other words in a sentence give an example that helps explain what 
the word means.

The forest canopy is like a really big sun hat.
example

Introduction

1  Many creatures, or animals, live in the rain forest.

2  Big flocks, or groups, of birds dive through the sky.

3  Mammals, like tigers and monkeys, climb on high 
branches.

4  Bright blue butterflies flutter, or fly, between tall trees.

5  Tiny amphibians such as frogs hide in the leaves.

6  Enormous snakes can be 30 feet long.

   Look at the underlined word in each sentence. Circle the other 
words that help you understand what the word means.

Guided Practice

HINT Look for the 
words or, like, and 
such as. They often 
come before clues 
that help you figure 
out what a word 
means.
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115Lesson 7 Recounting Stories

Recounting Stories Lesson 7
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4  The wolf trotted into the meadow wearing the fleece.  
He walked among the sheep. And this time, the shepherd 
didn’t chase him away.

5  That very night, the wolf carried off a large sheep to have  
for his dinner.

6   The next day, the wolf wore the fleece again and strolled 
freely among the sheep. But this time, the shepherd did  
notice the wolf. He said to himself, “That looks like a fine 
sheep for my stew tonight.”

7   Before the wolf could leap away, the shepherd grabbed him. 
And that night, the shepherd enjoyed a delicious stew. 
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Independent Practice

116 Lesson 7 Recounting Stories ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Think Use what you learned by reading “The Wolf in Sheep’s 
Clothing” to respond to the following questions.

1  Read this sentence from the story.

Every time he saw the wolf, he chased him back into  
the forest.

Why is this event important to the beginning of the story?

A It tells why the wolf can’t get near the sheep.

B It tells why the sheep are not afraid of the wolf.

C It tells why the wolf wanted to eat the sheep.

D It tells why the shepherd forgot the fleece.

2  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer 
Part B.

Part A
How did the wolf fool the shepherd?

A He made a noise like a sheep.

B He hid in the forest.

C He waited until the shepherd left.

D He wore the fleece of a sheep.

Part B
Write the sentence from the text that explains why the wolf’s 
trick worked.

 

 

 

 










































































